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OFF MIC 

by TnRHOF President Douglas Combs 

April, 2018 

ENTER THE TENNESSEE RADIO HALL OF FAME WEBSITE 

It’s just human     
nature to deal with      
today’s needs and put off 
until a more convenient 
time the things we WANT 
to do. We also put off  
seeing people we want  
to see. That’s where we 
may lose out, if some of 
those people pass away 
unexpectedly. That’s the 
kind of news many of  
our members received 
this week. 

I know this column should be upbeat and positive. 
But the death of Donna Brake came as a shock to our 
members who have deep roots in Middle Tennessee. 
Many of you may know her from her promotions      
company, or as the Adult Contemporary Editor for  
Radio & Records. I became a fan of her work while  
still living in Kentucky over 30 years ago. Southern 
Kentucky is within listening distance of many Nashville 
radio stations, and back then, WSM-FM (SM95 in their 
soft rock days) was a real listening pleasure. Kris (with 
a K) Bradley was there. He worked in my hometown 
(WCDS) before heading to Nashville, and let me     
record lame bits for his show. With Kris on the SM95 
staff, I was listening to family.  

The music on SM FM was different; a cut above 
other radio without telling you it was. It was the kind   
of format that was “hip” without trying. You felt cool 
yourself if you were a fan. And Donna Brake was at 
the epicenter of that format. It was the kind of station 
that sent me to the local electronics store to buy an FM 
antenna. And my life is richer for being a listener. 

Donna’s passing has brought scores of people to 
social media to share memories of Donna and her 
days in Nashville. Staff photos, concerts and even a 
photo of the studio door have been shared! Thanks to 
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the Hall, I had the opportunity to meet Donna and tell her 
how much I LOVED the station.  (Thanks, Hall!) 

In less than a month, the Tennessee Radio Hall of 
Fame will honor and celebrate a host of great radio people.  
Some will be there in person, but unfortunately, some have 
already left us. Of course, with an organization that started 
40 years too late, we have a lot of catching up to do.  

On May 5th we welcome Billy Benns, David Earl 
Hughes, Jeff Jacoby, Martin Karant, Billy Kidd, Clarence 
Kilcrease, John Lashlee, Mary Glen Lassiter, Dick Layman, 
Joe Sullivan, David Tower, James “Super” Wolfe” and  
1300 WMAK into the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame. We’ll 
also honor Charlie Monk and Dick Palmer with Lifetime 
Achievement Awards. 

Call a friend or two and purchase your tickets for this 
year’s Induction Banquet. See your friends and radio idols 
now.    Doug 
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Be Part of the Biggest Radio Party in Tennessee! 

 

 

 

On Saturday, May 5, at the         
Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame’s   
seventh annual  induction banquet 
will take place at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel in Murfreesboro. It will be      
another milestone night, as a new 
class of radio greats and the seventh 
legendary radio station are honored. 

Here are some important facts 
about this year’s festivities: 

1. Get tickets now! They’re on 
sale and they’re going fast.  

The individual ticket price is $90. 
Tables of 10 are priced at $850. Get 
together and arrange to sit with your 
friends and, as a bonus, save $50    
by purchasing an entire table.   

2. Extra Events: The banquet      
is not the only event of the day. 
Based on requests from past        
attendees, the Hall has arranged  
other opportunities for those who 
want a non-structured atmosphere 
where they can visit with old friends 
and colleagues. Check the red box 
below right for the banquet schedule 
and for other opportunities to visit 
and share radio stories. 

3. Lodging: Those who want      
to spend the night in Murfreesboro 
after the banquet may choose         
the Embassy Suites or another     
nearby hotel. Several new hotels    
are now located within sight of the 
Embassy Suites. They include a    
Marriott Courtyard, a Holiday Inn   
Express, a Hilton Garden Inn and      
a Residence Inn. To view all of the 
hotels, or for additional information, 
go to the Hall’s web site,  
www.tennradiohalloffame.org, and 
click on the link under the header that 
says, Induction Banquet Tickets 
On Sale. You’ll land on a page   
where you can buy tickets and        
get information on the event, as well 
as make your choice on lodging. 

4. New Inductees:  The Hall’s 
board and membership have         
selected another slate of outstanding 
Career and Legacy inductees from 

East, Middle and West Tennessee. 
Many are also looking forward to the 
induction of the Legendary Radio 
Station of the Year, WMAK-1300 AM, 
Nashville. All in all, the evening will 
be an exciting one.  

Make your plans now to be      
present for Tennessee radio’s       
biggest  night  of  the  year! 
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2018: “The Luther” App. Deadline is April 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Luther Award honors Tennessee radio stations 
for their above and beyond service provided to the        
communities they serve. Named for Chattanooga radio 
legend Luther Masingill, who spent more than 70 years 
waking up residents of Chattanooga and southeast       
Tennessee, the award will recognize stations who        
consistently provide an exceptional level of community 
interest, involvement and interaction.  

Luther did not simply host a morning show on legend-
ary station WDEF. And the Luther Award does not go to a 
station which simply runs public service announcements 
or conducts a once-per-year radiothon. The winning radio 
station will have shown a depth of service, enabling and 
participating, in all segments of the community.  

Process 
 
Stations interested in competing for the award will 

submit a two-page entry form outlining the community  
service of their station in the previous year. Though       
longevity of service can be a factor in selecting stations, 
stations should base their entry on the previous 12 months 
(January 1st – December 31st, 2017). 

An air check not to exceed five (5) minutes may be 
submitted with the entry. It can contain public service   
announcements, interviews, radiothon segments, regularly 
scheduled programs, breaking news or weather coverage, 
or campaigns performed for local agencies. Entries will be 
accepted until April 6th, 2018 All information is online at:  
http://tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/The-Luther   

The winning station will be determined by the commit-
tee without regard to the resources of station (OR) the 
size of the broadcast market served. Only one station will 
be honored annually. Only individual stations from a     
cluster of stations will be considered, though multiple sta-
tions from one cluster may enter. Though a station’s over-
all commitment should be considered, specific instances 
of working in and for the community should be evaluated.  

by Douglas Combs 
TRHOF President 
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2018: Lifetime Achievement Awards 
This year, for only the second time, the board of the 

Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame voted to honor two radio 
veterans with Lifetime Achievement Awards. Although 
they are not being formally inducted into the Hall, both 
recipients are being honored for their vast contributions to 
the broadcast industry. 

Charlie Monk, who is 
affectionately known as “the 
Mayor of Music Row,” knows 
almost everyone in the radio 
and music industries. He is  
a founding board member   
of the Country Radio Broad-
casters and the Country    
Radio Seminar. He has 
worked at radio stations   
that include WGEA, Geneva, 
Alabama; WTBF at Troy State University, Troy, Alabama; 
WKRG and WUNI, both in Mobile, Alabama; and WMTS in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Since 2004, he has hosted 
Willie’s Roadhouse daily on SiriusXM Radio. 

Monk’s many years in the music industry include  
work as a writer/publisher representative at ASCAP in 
Nashville. He served as Manager of April-Blackwood   
Music/CBS Songs, and in 1983, founded Monk Family  
Music, which he still oversees as President. He also       
spent five years as Director of Creative Services for the 
Opryland Music Group.  

Monk is a lifetime member of the Country Music     
Association, the Academy of Country Music and the    
Gospel Music Association. 

Sportscaster Dick Palmer has been doing play-by-play 
for MTSU’s Blue Raider Network since 1981. Since 1982, 
he has also done play-by-play and has been the host     
for the TSSAA’s statewide radio network. Other notable 

assignments include time as studio host for the UT Vol    
Network; and play-by-play announcer duties for Union 
University in Jackson; the Memphis Tams of the American 
Basketball Association; the Memphis Southmen/Grizzlies 
in the World Football League; Memphis Blues Baseball, 
Memphis High School sports and WDXI in Jackson.  

Palmer’s broadcast career 
spans more than 50 years and 
has taken him to all three grand 
divisions of the state. He is also 
a 1960 graduate of MTSU. 

Be at the Tennessee Radio 
Hall of Fame’s seventh annual 
Induction Banquet on Saturday, 
May 5, to see these greats 
honored, and to witness the 
inductions of the TnRHOF   
Career Class and Legacy 
Class of 2018. Information on how to get tickets to the 
event is on page 2 of this newsletter.  

Be there for a memorable night! 

Charlie Monk 

 

is proud to support the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame! 
We’ve generated over $250 million for our 

broadcast station partners across America and 
stand ready to help our Tennessee broadcast 

partners too! If interested, please call 
John Padgett: 615-403-0336 

 

 

Dick Palmer 
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Guard. Your. Mojo. It Matters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There was always an undefinable magical quality 

about the great radio stations, be they in large markets or 
small-town mom and pops. Call it a talisman, label it      
rarified; I always just called it mojo. If you did not properly 
appreciate it, that mojo might desert you; maybe for a 
time, but perhaps forever. 

A keen example for me has always been WKGN        
in Knoxville. For years, that very hot, desperately          
underpowered Top 40 operated out of an old grocery  
store on the west end of the University of Tennessee 
“strip.” Who went through there? Who didn’t, might be    
the better question. Allen Dennis, Dave Diamond, Joe   
Sullivan, Dr. Al Adams, Eddie Beacon, Bob Baron,         
Joe Anderson, Jefferson Kaye and the beat goes on ad 
infinitum. Believe a jock named Possum Riley also 
stopped there. 

The facility was the pits. The air console was an old 
Gatesway to which two 16-inch turntables had been wired. 
There were four ancient Spotmaster cart machines that 
deserved retirement a decade earlier. The production 
room featured a 1940s RCA Consolette. At least, its    
power supply kept the room warm.  

Staffers would have to chase rats out of the studios 
time to time and we wouldn’t let the part-time janitor into 

the control room. One dark bathroom served everyone in 
the station. 

We were elated when Mooney Broadcasting built a 
sparkling new studio atop a bank branch five miles      
down Alcoa Highway. We had 10 seconds of down time, 
while the engineer switched over the line and then we  
discovered we could barely hear the air signal! We        
listened on the program output for a couple of days, until   
a line was installed from the transmitter final stage back to 
the new studio. 

It was only the beginning. Little things were missed. 
People got cranky. Amid all the sparkle and the glitter, 
WKGN wasn’t the same. I searched through packing    
boxes and looked in crannies; even went back to 22nd    
and Cumberland to check, but we hadn’t taken the mojo 
with us and I couldn’t find it. There were moments, but the 
station was never the same. 

There’s a restaurant where the old ‘KGN used to be. I 
hope the mojo works for it. We failed to guard it like we 
should have. 

by Paul Randall Dickerson 
TRHOF Board Member 

aka “Possum Riley” 

Remembering Donna Brake 
 In Memoriam Donna Brake, known throughout the broadcast industry for her high standards, 

warm demeanor and talent, passed away on Easter Sunday, April 1. A native of  
Williamson County, she was a popular air personality and program director of soft 
rock SM95 (WSM-FM), one of the top stations of the 70s/80s in Middle Tennessee. 

After WSM changed the station’s format to country (to better fit its corporate  
image), Brake took the format to Atlanta, where she was extremely successful at 
WSB. She worked for Radio & Records as its adult contemporary editor before    
returning to Atlanta. There, she founded her own company, Donna Brake             
Promotions, which helped many talented artists find their way to the airwaves. 

Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame Inductee John Young, an early mentor, said of 
Donna, “[She was] ...warm, genuine...hard working and deserving. She made friends 
of employees and earned a mountain of respect in the business. What a blessing to           
know such a quality person, and what a void her passing leaves, except for warm 
memories and the gratefulness we have, of having known her.” Brake was 61. 



 

Don’t forget  —  (nudge, nudge) 

REMINDERS 

What’s Your Radio Story? 
 

Do you have a radio story                       
you’d like to share?  

It can be anything that is part 
of your radio history. 

 

We love radio stories.  
Please, tell us yours. 

 

Just email it to starmagic@comcast.net. 
 

 

Keeping Up With the Hall 
 

Our newsletter is published the first of every month.   
Back issues may be viewed on our official website: 

www.tennradiohalloffame.org  
Let Treasurer Garry Mac know of any change                   

in your email address so you don’t miss an issue!   
 
 

Collecting Our History 
 

The Hall has a committee to collect and purchase       
Tennessee radio memorabilia, including old microphones, 
on-air signage, transmitter parts, promotional items and 

anything else related to radio stations in our state.  
 

If you have items to donate (or purchase on Ebay, 
Craigslist, etc.) please contact Nick Archer via a         

message on the TnRHOF Facebook page. 
 

 Our Facebook page now boasts more than 1,200     
members, and our YouTube Page includes air checks, 

inductions and other audio/video memories. 

 

 

 

Check Your Calendar 
 

 
 




April 21, 2018 
Board Meeting (Board Only) 

12-noon  -  2:00 p.m. 
Location TBA 

 
 
 
 





May 5, 2018 
Annual Induction Banquet 

Embassy Suites 
1200 Conference Center Boulevard 

Murfreesboro  
 
 
 





More Events Coming Soon! 
To check the TRHOF event calendar anytime,           

go to the home page of our website:  
http://tennradiohalloffame.org 

Editor: Melissa McDonald starmagic@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 
 
General email: TennRHOF@gmail.com 
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Newsletter  Staff  &  Group  Information 
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