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IN THIS ISSUE:     FIELD TRIP TO SPRINGFIELD TN   ·   INDUCTION VOTING ENDS  

 We congratulate all who are to 
be inducted and those who were 
nominated. Soon, you will know the 
results! Our induction banquet will be 
the held the first weekend in May at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel in Murfrees-
boro, TN. I hope you will make plans 
to join us for the event.  
 Something that hasn't been 
announced yet is the Legendary Sta-
tion of the year. The board decided at 
our last meeting to nominate stations 

and hold an on-line election with the results to be an-
nounced by December 15th. The board is also considering 
an additional station award with the details to be an-
nounced later.   
 Very soon, you will receive an email, or notice on 
our Facebook page and website, of an announcement 
about some merchandise (with our logo) which we think 
would make perfect Christmas gifts for anyone who sup-
ports the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame. Please watch for 
the announcement.  
 Finally, we need to find a way to get our advisory 
council more involved, particularly in voting for the legacy 
nominees. The turn-out for our election in December was 
not what we expected or wanted. We will find a way to cor-
rect this.. May all the blessings of the Holiday Season be 
yours!  
 
Gary  

Ladies and Gentlemen, your President 

OFF MIC              by Gary Beaty 

DONATE YOUR RV, 
SCOOTER, BOAT, CAR, 

MOTORCYCLE 
TO THE 

 
 
 
 

And write it off - We’re a 501(c)3 entity! 

Save the Date: May 2, 2015 

INDUCTION ELECTIONS 

You Look Simply Mahvelous! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Whit Adamson 
Ken Berryhill 
Steve Bowers 
Zollie Cantrell 
Joe Case 
Helen Daniels 
Harold Loyd “Johnny Eagle” 
Jim Kuhns 
Carl P. Mayfield 
Samuel McPherson 
Johnny Pirkle 
Glen Powers 
Phil Randolph 

Bruce Sherman 
Jo Smith 
Austin Stinnett 
Rachel Weil 
Skip Woolwine 
Bruce Worrell 

December 

 Yesterday, November 30, 2014, marked the close 
of the one-month voting period to determine the next class 
of Career (living) Inductees to the Tennessee Radio Hall 
of Fame. A record number of voters participated in this 
election, out of approximately 300+ members in good 
standing. 
 You’ve worked in radio, and you know what a 
“tease” is, right?  Well, that’s what this is!   
 While the results are in, there are some normal, 
administrative details to be worked out before we release 
the names of the winners. 
 Earlier in November, a meeting of the Board of 
Directors and Advisory Council met to choose the 6 induc-
tees for the Legacy (posthumous) category.  Those 
names will also be released shortly. 
 Still remaining is the decision-making for our 
“Legendary Station” of the year. 
 All of these announcements will materialize soon 
here in the month of December, via email blasts to our 
members and to the media, via Twitter, and via our Face-
book page, so keep an eye on your email, check your so-
cial media, and be vigilant!   
 In a matter of days, the first announcements will 
be made.   
(In an authoritative voice:) 

“Stay tuned to this station for Breaking News...” 

HTTP://TENNRADIOHALLOFFAME.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/groups/121957024614428
https://www.youtube.com/user/TennRadioHOF
https://twitter.com/tennrhof
http://www.tnradiohalloffame-cardonations.org
http://www.tnradiohalloffame-cardonations.org
http://www.tnradiohalloffame-cardonations.org
http://www.tnradiohalloffame-cardonations.org
http://www.tnradiohalloffame-cardonations.org/
http://www.tnradiohalloffame-cardonations.org/


  A Field Trip to the Original Studio & City of License 

WSIX ... SPRINGFIELD? 

 On November 21st several members made the trip 
to Springfield, Tennessee to visit the original home of 
WSIX Radio 
with Ms. Jackie 
Guthrie and 
Edison Guth-
rie, daughter 
and grandson 
of Jack Draug-
hon one the 
original two 
brothers who 
built and 
owned WSIX 
Radio from 
1926 to the 
late 1960s.  
 Still 
owned by the 
family, the 
building re-
mains as a 
functioning office on the town square of Springfield, TN, 
with the second story of the old wooden structure a private 
museum with vintage radios, electronics, photos, and other 
memorabilia in the space where was housed the original 

control room, live performance studio, and 100-watt trans-
mitter at 1210 kHz.  The story goes that the Draughon 
brothers traded 5 barrels of oil for their first transmitter, in 

order to promote their auto repair shop, Where Service Is 

X-cellent. 

 Nine years later in 1935, the Draughon brothers 
figured the real money would be in their radio station cov-
ering the Nashville market, so they  moved to Music City.  
Many years later, they applied to the FCC for a new CP 
and relocated on the dial to 980 kHz with a big power in-
crease to 5000 watts 24 hours, (omni day, directional 
night) at 980 kHz. The Draughons wasted no time in add-
ing the FM frequency at 97.9 and 100,000 watts, and later 
the ABC-TV affiliate WSIX-TV on channel 8. 
 In the late 1960s, General Electric bought the AM-
FM-TV package from the Draughons and worked a deal 

with the city of Nashville to swap TV channels with under 
powered, underfunded public WDCN-TV2. 
 The Draughons kept a lot of pictures and memora-
bilia from their ownership days, much of it on display in 
their original studio home on the town square in Spring-

field. Photos of Pat Boone, Billy Gra-
ham, Noel Ball, politicians and other 
celebrities still line the walls... and the 
same wooden floors where so many 
legendary artists walked up to the mic... 
held our small contingency from the 
TRHOF eager to hear the old radio sto-
ries. 
 We shot video and took many 
photos ourselves.  To see a more com-
plete collection of photos, log into Face-
book and click this link. ( Or Copy and 
paste this into your browser: https://
www.facebook.com/media/set/?
set=oa.544862262323900&type=1 ) 
 To see the video on our You-

Tube Page Click Here, 

 
 

Left to Right: HOF’s Dent Morriss, Gary Beaty, Draughon family grandson Edison 
Guthrie and daughter Jackie Guthrie, HOF’s Nick Archer, Cathy Martindale, Dave 

Nichols, and Skip Woolwine 

 After our visit to WSIX’s original home in Spring-
field, followed by a fantastic lunch on the square, we 
dropped in on Steve Jarrell during his Friday Beach Music 
show on 1100 WSGI.  How refreshing it was to visit a sta-
tion where the DJ picked his own music and chose to inter-
view whomever he wanted.  Of course he favored Cathy 
Martindale.  
More Pic-
tures and 
Video hap-
pened and 
you can get 
a taste here 
on our You-
Tube chan-

nel: Click 

Here. 

No Trip to Springfield is complete without WSGI’s Steve Jarrell 

DADDY-O ON THE PATIO 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.544862262323900&type=1
http://youtu.be/F1eB6SDwqMc
http://youtu.be/UReDH8PlJBU
http://youtu.be/UReDH8PlJBU


1927 - 2013 Radio Pioneer Honored in Georgia HOF 

WILLIAMSON INDUCTED              

      Bradley “Slim” Williamson 
is the father of Tennessee 
Radio Hall Of Fame founding 
board member Cliff William-
son.  Slim was inducted re-
cently into the Georgia Radio 
Hall Of Fame. He was born in 
Jackson County, Georgia in 
1927, and by the late 1940s 
was the bandleader of “Slim 
and the Georgia Peach Boys”. 
During a live gig at WIMO/
Winder, GA, the announcer 
failed to show up and Slim 
was asked to read some com-
mercial copy, which the spon-

sor loved. Soon Williamson had a radio job in addition to 
his band gig. It wasn’t long before he began purchasing 
radio stations, accumulating a portfolio in Georgia, South 
Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee. He moved to Nash-
ville, got into the music publishing business, became a pro-
ducer and started Chart Records.   
     According to son Cliff, like so many of the success-
ful radio entrepreneurs of his day, and especially on the 
small market daytimers, Slim was an Entertainer, a Market-
ing Specialist, and a Concerned Citizen of those communi-
ties in which they lived and served.  High school sports, 
Easter, Memorial Day, Christmas parades...Slim, his wife 
Merle, and children Cliff, 
Marty, and Brenda were in 
the middle, making them 
happen. 
      Cliff Williamson 
recalls: “Dad did some 
whoopin’, hollerin’ and corn
-pone talkin’.  He might call 
the pigs or break into a 
buck dance at a remote.  
Mom and Dad shopped in 
the stores and used the 
services in their home-
towns.  He knew his spon-
sors and was a one-man 
sales force for them.  Many 
of the spots were adlib and 
straight from the heart.  In 
hard times, he’d throw in 
some extra spots.  That 
was his solution to stimulating a sluggish economy. 
      “Sun up to sun down, small town radio had its 
characters…  Dad was one of them.  They were loved and 
appreciated by their listeners.  Every time one of these pio-
neers dies we lose something precious,” says Cliff. 
 The Tennessee Radio Hall Of Fame agrees whole-
heartedly, and we congratulate the Williamson family on 
the Georgia induction of one of the most versatile people to 
leave a mark on the broadcasting... and music… land-
scape here in Tennessee. (Paraphrased Sources: Cliff 
Williamson, and The Georgia Radio Hall of Fame web-
site: http://grhof.com) 

Cliff Williamson ready to cue a record. 

Bradley “Slim” Williamson 

 
Commentary by Paul Randall Dickerson 

DREAM WEAVERS   

 I have listened as voices crackling through my car 
radio created ephemeral webs of fantasy and delight. 
Young guys who would be a father’s worst nightmare if 
they showed up to date a daughter have captivated thou-
sands, their voices artfully dancing with the music they 
played on the radio. More than not, they were college 
dropouts. Radio also told me the President was dead in 
1963 and that the King had died in 1977. 
 But then, it would uplift me to stroll through Straw-
berry Fields or take me Up, Up and Away in a beautiful 
balloon. 
 And I was privileged to be one of those baritone 
gods of the ethers at an exciting time when the clear, clar-
ion, confident voices of women broadcasters were more 
often heard as well. 
 That sweet, fleeting hard rockin’, country strum-
min’, story tellin’ history is celebrated every day by the 
Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame. We must bring along 
every person who ever earned at least 104 weekly pay-
checks from radio stations in this state. 
 This is too good to keep to ourselves. 

Pulling those holiday airshifts 

THE SHOW MUST GO ON. 

 We don't know of a successful jock who HASN'T 
worked the Christmas shift much of his/her career. While 
automation has helped create a reliable on-air presence 
these days, most of us can remember having to work 
Christmas Eve and/or Christmas Day.  
 ESPECIALLY if you were the unmarried and kid-
free jock on the staff. So, to all those who are working be-
hind the mic this Christmas....hang in there....there's a lot 
of people listening to you that need to hear your voice 
more than ever on Christmas Day! 

20th Annual Inspirational Country Awards 

INSPIRING WSM 

 At last month's 20th annual Inspirational Country 
Awards in Nashville WSM-AM picked up the "Radio Sta-
tion Of The Year Award" and WSM-FM alumnus Rich 
Miller was named "Radio Personality of the Year" for the 
6th time. Congrats to Rich...and all of the folks at WSM 
Radio! 

TRHOF’s Got Talent—Put it to Work! 

GET INVOLVED 

 Members are always wanting to know how they 
can do more for the organization than just pay dues and go 
to the annual banquet. We NEED your help and participa-
tion with the Hall of Fame. Projects and tasks, like creating 
a scrapbook of newspaper clippings or a timeline is vitally 
important to the organization. Is that a talent you have...or 
is there something else you can contribute? Maybe you 
have historical pictures or radio equipment you'd like to 
donate to the Hall. Let us know...we WANT your interac-
tion! We'll find a place and task for you if you just let us 
know you want to help out! 

http://grhof.com
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Pass the word: Recruit Your Radio Comrades! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Say “Hello” to these new members who joined in the month 
of November.  Welcome aboard!  We now have 303 voting 
Full Members in good standing, plus 28 Associate Mem-
bers.  It’s a record, and it keeps building. Soon, you all will 
have access to our “Members-Only Pre-sale” of tickets to 
the 2015 Induction Ceremony and Banquet to be held Sat-
urday May 2 next year.  Details coming in January! 
 
Bryan Barrett - WGNS/Murfreesboro, Clear Channel/
Nashville 
 
Eldon L. Burgess - WHUB/Cookeville  
 
Zollie Cantrell - WFLI-WDOD-WZDQ-WKZX-WLIL/
Chattanooga, WOCE/Cleveland 
 
Sue Gibbons - WPTN-WGSQ-FM/Cookeville 
 
Rick Govan - WFLI/Chattanooga 
 
Chuck Morgan - WMAK, WSM, Texas Rangers Baseball 
 
Kyle Nash - WHUB/Cookeville  
 
Troy Pennington - Cumulus Media/Nashville, Also 
many stations in AL, and Saigon, Vietnam (1968-71) 
 
Charles Tatum - WANT-FM/Lebanon 

Check Your Calendar 

NEXT MEETING 

 Our next meeting is open to all members, Advi-
sory Council members, and the Board of Directors.  Janu-
ary 17, 2015 is the first meeting of the new year and by 
that time our new slate of Inductees should be known and 
we’ll be getting into the beginning of the planning phase of 
the May 2nd Induction Ceremony and Banquet in Mur-
freesboro.  If you forget, you can always check the home 
page of our website at http://tennradiohalloffame.org 

What’s in your closet? 

WE’RE A 501(c)3 

 REMINDER: All donations to the Tennessee Radio 
Hall Of Fame are tax-deductible. If you have some items 
you want to donate to keep your memory of Tennessee 
radio alive, contact Skip Woolwine or Nick Archer.  Vintage 
broadcast gear is welcome, regardless of age or function-
ality. 

Don’t forget—(nudge, nudge) 

REMINDERS 

 --- Please send any news, promotions, stories, 
trivia…maybe you have an old radio story you’d like to 
share with us….anything that may be of interest to our 
membership.  Please email it any of the newsletter staff 
listed below.  Our newsletter is published the first of every 
month and back issues may be viewed on our official web-
site at tennradiohalloffame.org   Please keep your email 
address current so you don’t miss an issue!   
  
 --- A committee has been formed to collect and 
purchase Tennessee radio memorabilia, including old mi-
crophones, on-air signage, transmitter parts, and anything 
related to TN radio stations. If you have items you'd like to 
donate (or purchase on Ebay, Craigslist, etc.) please con-
tact Nick Archer.  Nick also oversees the TRHOF Facebook 
page which now boasts over 1000 members, and also our 
YouTube Page with over 150 airchecks (over 27,000 
views!) and other audio/video memories 
                                
 --- Looking for a gig in Radio, or do you have a spot 
to fill at your station?  Post it HERE next month. 

Follow me - to Tennessee (Radio Hall Of Fame, that is...) 

TWITTER FEED 

 About that “bird logo”...No, we’re not giving you a 
rude hand gesture.  We are on Twitter with the handle 
@TENNRHOF .  Follow us, and learn things as they 
break...like the next set of Hall of Fame Inductees! 
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