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Happy New Year! 

We’re just starting a new 

365-day journey around 

the sun, and it’s going to 

be an exciting one for  

the Tennessee Radio 

Hall of Fame. My first 

message to you is borne 

of a desire to share more 

radio memories and new 

experiences together. If 

you don’t yet have your 

tickets for the January 10th Predators game against 

Vancouver, email Melissa McDonald NOW at         

starmagic@comcast.net. January 5 is the deadline to 

sign up for tickets for the January 10 game, so don’t 

miss out on this great opportunity! 

As you may remember, the Nashville Predators 

set aside 50 free tickets for the January 10 home 

game against Vancouver for members of our     

organization. The event is extra special, because it’s 

also Pete Weber’s 2,000th NHL broadcast! So if you 

can commit to attending the Preds game on January 

10, let Melissa know immediately so she get your 

name on the list for the game. Remember though,     

that tickets are limited and may run out before the 

deadline! 

 We’re hosting our first TnRHOF meet ‘n greet 

of the new year on January 14. It’s in the Tri-Cities 

at Machiavelli’s. Join us at 8 Fifth Street in Bristol 

at noon Eastern time for a dutch treat lunch, a tour       

of the Birthplace of Country Music Museum and a 

board of directors meeting. We look forward to visiting 

with you! 

With the new year comes a “re-set” for most of     

us — a renewed effort to make the new year better 

than the ones before. New Year’s resolutions are 

made and broken. Maybe your resolutions include  
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being more productive, maintaining a better diet, getting 

more sleep, etc. No matter what ,we always want to do  

better and be better.  As members of the Tennessee Radio 

Hall of Fame, I hope your plans for 2017 include contrib-

uting to the hall as an active member. 

As a non-profit organization, we have a lot of opportuni-

ties before us in 2017. This year our most diverse class in 

terms of scope of work will join the hall. The inductees   

include the fields of education, industry representation,  

public radio and engineering, just to mention a few. Soon, 

tickets will be available to our next banquet. For the past 

five years, our annual banquets have  been the focal point 

of our group’s work and activities. As we continue to move      

forward, we need to do more. 

Our audio archives continue to grow with donations of 

air checks, programs, commercials, promos and jingles.  

Just over a year ago, we expanded space for additional 

donations of equipment representing the changes in our 

industry over the decades. 

A great year of opportunity is before us. As you work to 

make the most of your own year, please also plan to be 

more involved with the Hall. Together, we’re stronger. 

 

Doug 

http://tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/login.php?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F121957024614428
https://www.youtube.com/user/TennRadioHOF
https://twitter.com/tennrhof
mailto:starmagic@comcast.net
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Join Us! 

Be a part of the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame’s 2017. Start by joining us at our two January events — and look 

forward to more as our calendar for the year develops! 

 

Join us at the Predators game on Tuesday, January 10.Join us at the Predators game on Tuesday, January 10.  

Free tickets available for the first 50 TRHOF members Free tickets available for the first 50 TRHOF members 

who email who email starmagic@comcast.net 
  

Hurry! Tickets going fast!Hurry! Tickets going fast!  

January 10: Predators Game 

The thrill of the NHL can be yours on Tuesday,     

January 10, as the Nashville Predators host Vancouver 

at Bridgestone Arena. The Preds have given the Hall      

of Fame 50 tickets to help celebrate the 2,000th NHL 

broadcast by play-by-play guy Pete Weber. Pete is a 

member of our organization, and an active supporter. If 

you want tickets, email Melissa McDonald by January 

5 at starmagic@comcast.net — and we’ll see you 

there! 

January 14: Tri-Cities Meet ‘n Greet 

Meet ‘n greets for 2017 start Saturday, January 14 in the 

beautiful Tri-Cities. We’ll meet for lunch at Machiavelli’s at 8 

Fifth Street in Bristol — then go to the Birthplace of Country 

Music for a tour and brief board meeting. The museum is a 

fascinating treasure trove of musical instruments, broadcast 

equipment and exhibits that showcase Tennessee’s         

important place in the history of American entertainment. 

Don’t miss this meeting — and a chance to talk with other 

broadcasters from East Tennessee and Southern Virginia. 

RSVP to dougcombs@comcast.net by January 12. 

May 6: Induction Banquet 

In May, we return to Murfreesboro (the geographic 

center of Tennessee) for our annual Induction Banquet. 

The date is set for Saturday, May 6. We will be back at 

the Embassy Suites Hotel & Convention Center for the 

festivities, which will be the best ever! 

Tickets to group members will go on sale in the  

middle of February — so, if you haven’t paid your dues 

for the year, be sure to do so ASAP! 

 

Watch E-Waves and TnRHOF email blasts for more 

information on the 2017 induction banquet and other events! 

mailto:starmagic@comcast.net
mailto:starmagic@comcast.net
mailto:dougcombs@comcast.net
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The Quest for the Perfect Control Room 

The Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame:The Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame:The Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame:   
   

Working to Preserve Working to Preserve Working to Preserve    
Tennessee’s Rich Radio History.Tennessee’s Rich Radio History.Tennessee’s Rich Radio History.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
The arrangement of equipment in radio station       

control rooms was often the result of a tussle between 

programmers and engineers. In one extreme, the control 

room may have been a dream for jocks to operate, but a 

nightmare for techs to service. Too far the other way, and 

you had a setup that could be easily serviced, but required 

an octopus to operate. Most were a compromise (although 

some would be better termed a stalemate). 

I have seen control rooms where turntables were   

under the control console, on both sides of the jock or two 

(or three) on one side. Cartridge machines were another 

issue; on top of the board, under it, beside it? I’ve seen 

them all. 

One of the oddities in Nashville was the old WLAC 

master control room. Granted, it was constructed in        

the days of network radio and large, live programs. When 

I was there in the late 1970s, the DJ worked the left side 

of a side-by-side double horseshoe arrangement. I        

was told the newscaster, at one time, used the right side, 

before a separate news studio was added. In the past,    

two board ops would be side by side, running control       

on programs from two studios that the room looked into.  

They must have worn headsets. The cacophony of two 

different programs simultaneously would have been     

incredible. In addition to that control room, two previous 

single control rooms nearby looked down from either side 

into a huge studio that could have contained large live 

productions. 

Sometimes, succeeding engineers discovered       

problems their predecessors had left behind. At WMAK,    

a bright young engineer named Watt Hairston was hired  

in the mid-70s. The studios were only a few years old    

and he didn’t anticipate major problems. The first time    

he opened the control room console, though, he found     

a dangerous and noisy malady. When remote starts had 

been put into the board for the turntables and cart         

machines, they had not been stepped down to low        

voltage, which was common practice. That puppy was 

wired with household current; 110 volts. Watt discovered 

that when the back of his head touched a turntable switch 

as he serviced the Cetec console; not one of his favorite 

boards, to soften a description. 

Not only was it risky for operators and especially for 

techs, it also induced volumes of hum into programming. 

Soon, a jock was doing his show from a production studio 

for a few hours, while the remote starts were rewired. 

There were also the niceties that didn’t happen.      

Engineering legend Everett Lawson built WKDA’s console 

and once told announcer Buddy Sadler he had considered 

putting a car cigarette lighter into it. He decided otherwise 

after figuring he’d eventually get a call from a late-night 

jock, complaining that the lighter wasn’t working.  

Skip Woolwine spent a few months at ‘KDA as a   

teenage jock. He recalled an alarm Everett had installed 

to keep DJs from “burying the needle in the red” on the 

VU meter. “Ev” had replaced one too many meters before 

hitting on the idea of installing an irritating high-pitched 

beep that rang out through the monitor speakers if the 

volume exceeded +2 decibels on the meter. 

If you’re a fan of old radio control rooms, you          

might consider joining a closed Facebook group called 

Radio Broadcasters Society. Several old radio hands in 

Tennessee are on it. You can submit a request for        

inclusion through FB. 

by Paul Randall Dickerson 
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In Memoriam: Jeff Jacoby 

Tennessee broadcasting has suffered a loss with the 

death of Jeff Jacoby. An Ohio native, he came to Tennes-

see Tech in Cookeville in the 70s, where he studied and 

played football. He also worked at legendary WHUB. 

Board Member Melissa McDonald knew Jacoby      

during his early years in the Volunteer State. “Jeff was a 

great guy, and a good friend. We had classes together, 

and we both attended First Baptist Church in Cookeville. 

He was someone everyone enjoyed having around. I’m 

just sorry I didn’t get to see him more in recent years.” 

Jacoby moved to Knoxville in the early 80s to become 

an account executive at WMYU Radio and kicked off his 

Knoxville sports career in 1983. He was a fixture on the 

airwaves and known to Knoxville sports fans for 34 years.  

Jacoby joined the Vol Network in 1985. Before leaving 

WMYU and WWST radio stations in 1998, he worked as 

the station's General Sales Manager; then Vice President 

and General Manager and was elected to the Journal 

Broadcast Group Board of Directors.  

In January 2000, he joined the Dick Broadcasting 

Group (now Cumulus Media), parent company of stations 

WIVK, WOKI and WNML, as Morning Sports Reporter and 

Account Executive. In 2005, the SportsAnimal went on  

air, and Jeff became a co-host in AM drive on  the now 

famous Doc, Jeff and Heather Show.  

Over the years, Jacoby received numerous sales 

awards and recognitions, culminating in his most       

treasured honor — the Bobby Denton Employee of the 

Year Award — a coveted honor determined by his peers. 

He was also a 2005 inductee of the Finneytown Hall of 

Fame in his native Ohio. His greatest passion, besides his 

family, was his love for making memories through his   

devotion to photography and videography. 

Board Member Cindy Arnold said, “For two years, Jeff 

Jacoby battled pancreatic cancer. He fought hard. He  

battled with grace and dignity. Early Christmas morning 

Jeff Jacoby went to be with our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. I had the pleasure of working with Jake every day 

for many years.  He was a local celebrity. He never met a 

stranger. If you knew him, you loved him. And he loved 

you. That’s who he was. He was a good friend and a  

mentor to those who came after him. He was always   

smiling and always there to give you a great big papa  

bear hug. I miss seeing him walk the halls, bringing me 

chocolate and hugging my neck. I miss hearing him      

argue with Mickey Dearstone on the air. I miss his         

infectious smile.” 

Arnold continued, “I attended his celebration of life 

service, and it was absolutely perfect. His son, Brad, 

spoke and quite frankly, I don’t know how he got through 

it. But he did…and he did it well. His dad would have been 

proud. If there’s one thing I can say about Jeff, it’s that he 

loved his family. He absolutely adored his wife, Sheree.  

He loved his kids: Brad, Angie, Chase and Kristi. He was 

crazy about his five grandkids. They are his legacy.”   

 
 
 

 
Right: Jeff Jacoby 
around 1976 with 

WHUB co-workers 
Gene Davidson, 

Eldon Burgess 
and Mike Dyer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Jeff and 
Sheree Jacoby 
with the    
WIVK frog. 

 
 
 

 

 
Left: Jeff with      
longtime radio        
co-hosts Heather 
and Doc.  

Love one another each day; for every 

day is a great day.” 

                                —  Jeff Jacoby 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Right: The 

Jacoby family 
in a 2015  

photo.  
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In Memoriam: Ed Taylor 

Legendary West Tennessee and West Kentucky 

broadcaster Ed Taylor will be buried on Thursday, January 

5th. Taylor was killed on December 29, 2016, when         

he was struck by a vehicle while checking his mail. He  

had just returned to his home in Reidland, Kentucky after 

broadcasting a Paducah Tilghman basketball game in 

Louisville when the crash occurred. He was 76. 

During his years in the Volunteer State, Taylor worked 

at WYNU in Jackson, as well as at stations in Union City 

and other markets. TnRHOF Board Member Steve Bowers 

said, “Ed was "one-of-a-kind" and a friend. So glad he got 

back into sports broadcasting, which was his love in our 

business. So many great memories and stories. Every 

time I think of Ed, I smile.”  

Terry Hailey of WENK in Union City posted on        

Facebook, “Ed worked at WENK in the mid-60's and again 

at WTPR in sales in the 90's. He had left Union City in 

1967 to go the Paducah, where he lived the rest of his life. 

He would drop by about every 60 days to the office and 

we would tell old stories. There are too many stories to 

tell, but here's a couple. When I was just 16, I was walking 

through downtown Union City where Libby's was located. 

Ed was driving that old VW with the whip antenna. He 

pulled up on the sidewalk and said get in, we'll go the 

Lake Club in Samburg. I said...I'm just 16...he said they 

won't care. They didn't. Then there was Tiny's...the        

City Cafe...The Davy Crockett Coffee Shop. Ed had the 

uncanny ability to stay out all night and come in at 5AM 

sounding completely rested. One time he had a small 

church out in the county advertising and they had not paid 

their bill. He got the sheriff and they went out on Sunday 

morning and seized the offering plate.” 

Hailey went on to say, “I had great respect for         

Ed’s broadcasting ability, particularly on sports. He loved 

baseball as much as anyone I’ve ever known. I will miss 

his stopping by and catching me up on everything and 

everybody. Believe me, he knew everything that was     

going on. Love ya, Ed, and will miss you a lot.” 

Taylor worked for Bristol Broadcasting Company, the 

parent company of the West Kentucky Star newspaper. 

He was best-known as the longtime voice of Paducah 

Tilghman High School sports on WKYX. His memorial  

service begins at 7:00 p.m., and will take place in the 

school’s gym. The family asks that everyone attending the 

service wear blue to acknowledge Taylor’s love for the 

school. This year marked his 38th season of broadcasting 

Paducah Tilghman sports. 

 

  

Ed Taylor 

Above: Taylor talks sports with a Paducah Tilghman player. 



 Don’t forget  —  (nudge, nudge) 

REMINDERS 

What’s Your Radio Story? 
 

Do you have a radio story                       
you’d like to share?  

It can be anything that is part 
of your radio history. 

 

We love radio stories.  
Please, tell us yours. 

 

Just email it to starmagic@comcast.net. 
 

 

Keeping Up With the Hall 
 

Our newsletter is published the first of every month.   
Back issues may be viewed on our official website: 

www.tennradiohalloffame.org  
Let Treasurer Cindy Arnold know of any change               

in your email address so you don’t miss an issue!   
 
 

Collecting Our History 
 

The Hall has a committee to collect and purchase       
Tennessee radio memorabilia, including old microphones, 
on-air signage, transmitter parts, promotional items and 

anything else related to radio stations in our state.  
 

If you have items to donate (or purchase on Ebay, 
Craigslist, etc.) please contact Nick Archer via a         

message on the TnRHOF Facebook page. 
 

 Our Facebook page now boasts more than 1,200     
members, and our YouTube Page includes air checks, 

inductions and other audio/video memories. 

 

 

 

Check Your Calendar 
 

 
 

  
January 10, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

Free tix to the Predators for TnRHOF members! 
Vancouver vs. Nashville  - Bridgestone Arena 

Free tickets to the first 50 members who 
email Melissa McDonald at 

starmagic@comcast.net  
Sign-up deadline: January 5 

(Tickets may run out before deadline!) 
 




January 14, 2017 
Tri-Cities Meet n’ Greet 

Lunch: 12-noon, EST 
Machiavelli’s Restaurant 

8 Fifth Street, Bristol 
 

Board of Directors Meeting: 2:00 p.m., EST 
Birthplace of Country Music Museum 
520 Birthplace of Country Music Way 

 




May 6, 2017 
Induction Banquet & Ceremony 

Details: TBA 

Editor: Melissa McDonald starmagic@comcast.net 

 
Reporters: Buddy Sadler sbuddy@bellsouth.net 
Cathy Martindale cathymartindale@comcast.net 

 
 
General email: TennRHOF@gmail.com 
 

                 © 2017 The Tennessee Radio Hall Of Fame, Inc. 
                 P.O. Box 158921 

                  Nashville, TN 37215 

 
                    An IRS 501(c)3 Entity 
                     All Rights Reserved. 
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Newsletter  Staff  &  Group  Information 

You are receiving this message because you opted in at TennRadioHallOfFame.org 

 

 

http://tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/
mailto:starmagic@comcast.net
mailto:starmagic@comcast.net?subject=Newsletter%20Comment
mailto:sbuddy@bellsouth.net?subject=Newsletter%20Comment
mailto:cathymartindale@comcast.net?subject=Newsletter%20comment
mailto:TENNRHOF@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Comment
mailto:TENNRHOF@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Comment
http://tennesseeradiohalloffame.wildapricot.org/
http://www.cardonatingiseasy.org/donate/?CharityID=3195

