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OFF MIC
by TnRHOF President Doug Combs
As music of the
Christmas season fills
the airwaves, Rosemary
Clooney reminds us to,
“Count your blessings.”
The song played while
we were on our way to
a Thanksgiving event,
and it made me think
about the past year
for the Tennessee Radio
Hall of Fame. Let me see
if I can fit our blessings and accomplishments into this
column.
1. We have another outstanding group of
individuals entering our Legacy Class next May
(details on page 2). The Career Class will also
impress (details in January). Our next Legendary
Radio Station played a pivotal role in the careers of
some of our previous inductees (details in January).
2. Our archives continue to grow. From photos
to audio to vintage equipment. The newest additions
were donated by the Country Music Hall of Fame.
3. Our organization continues to grow in
stature and reach. Hall Historian Brian Craig was
in Washington D. C. in November to participate in a
national session on the preservation of radio history at
the Library of Congress (More info on page 3).
4. At our 2018 Awards ceremony, for the first
time, we will honor a station with the Hall’s
community service award, The Luther. All stations
in Tennessee are eligible to enter. Details will be
distributed soon.
5. The Hall’s outreach also continues with our
members serving as hosts for “meet and greet”
socials. Our latest trip was to Camden, where we
signed several new members.

6. Our board members worked together as a
team in a recent “come on back” drive to bring lapsed
members to current status. This was one of the main
reasons that a larger number of participants voted in our
recent election.
7. The Hall’s annual audit is complete, and we
received an excellent report. The state has also approved
us as a non-profit for another year.
8. A capital campaign is planned for 2018. The
goal is to raise funds to achieve a long-held plan to
create exhibits that will tell the story of Tennessee radio in
museum displays across the state.
As the end of 2018 is just days away, I believe are
blessings are many. This is your organization. Please
join us and participate, donate and promote. By taking
one or more of these steps in 2018, you help our Hall, and
our blessings will continue to grow.
Merry Christmas and May God Bless.
Doug

Whit Adamson
Debra Batts
Ken Berryhill
Steve Bowers
Kyle Cantrell
Zollie Cantrell
Joe Case
Jake Cook
Helen Daniels
Tonya Davis
Johnny Eagle
Matthew Felts
Jim Kuhns

Bob Lea
Carl P. Mayfield
Sam McPherson
Jonathan Monk
Johnny Pirkle
Glen Powers
Phil Randolph
Carter Scott
Bruce Sherman
Jo Smith
Austin Stinnett
Emmons “Skip” Woolwine
Bruce Worrell

TnRHOF Legacy Class of 2018
William E. “Billy” Benns spearheaded WFLI’s phenomenal success in the 1960s and 1970s,
creating the legendary station. His radio career began in 1939, shortly after he graduated with
honors from Auburn University. He formed a new station, WFTM in Fort Myers, Florida, serving as
manager and chief engineer. He was a Professor of Electrical Engineering at the University of
South Carolina. In 1946, he and friend Bill Brennan formed Voice of Dixie Broadcasting, and put
WVOK/Birmingham on the air. Benns and Brennans actually designed and built the 50,000 watt
transmitters for WVOK and WBAM. They had similar successes across the Southeast, before
Benns began to concentrate on Chattanooga. His final engineering endeavor was in TV, as he
successfully obtained FCC approval for WFLI-TV in Cleveland, Tennessee, which signed on in 1987.
David Earl Hughes’ radio career started in 1976 at WRIP in Rossville, GA. In 1979, he moved to
WGOW to do middays; then went across the hall in 1981 to be a part of the Morning Zoo on KZ 106
(WSKZ). He later joined the Dave and Dex Afternoon Show at US 101 (WUSY), and helped the
station win eight CMA Station of the Year Awards. He was named the CMA Air Personality of the
Year in a Medium Market in 1994 and 1999. In July of 2003, he moved to afternoons at WSM-FM in
Nashville, where he worked until his death in 2004. For David Earl though, the most important aspect
of his career was helping the community, including the American Cancer Society, the Forgotten Child
Fund to provide Christmas for needy children, and helped raise several million dollars for St. Jude
Children’s Hospital in Memphis.
Jeff Jacoby is best known to Tennessee radio listeners as a member of the Vol Network, which he was
part of for 30 years. He came to the state on a football scholarship at Tennessee Tech in Cookeville,
where he graduated in 1977 with a major in English/Journalism. After working there, he moved to
Knoxville in 1983 to be an account exec at WMYU Radio, and joined the Vol Network in 1985. He
was General Manager at WMYU/WWST, and was later elected to the Journal Broadcast Group Board of
Directors. In 2000, he joined the Dick Broadcasting Group, parent company of stations WIVK, WOKI and
WNML, as Morning Sports Reporter and Account Exec. In 2005, he became a co-host in AM drive on the
Doc, Jeff and Heather Show. In June of 2017, Jacoby was honored by the Tennessee Sports Hall of
Fame during its Champion Within Luncheon with the Courage Award. He passed away on Christmas Day
2016 at the age of 61.

Martin Karant began his broadcasting career in 1942 at WKPT(AM) in Kingsport, the city’s only
radio station at the time. He worked there full-time (except during his Army Air Corps tour during
World War II) until 1971 when he moved to Chicago to become public relations executive for
the B.P. O Elks. After retirement, Karant returned to Kingsport in 1980 to host WKPT’s morning
show, which he did until he truly retired at the age of 80. During his long tenure at Holston Valley
Broadcasting Corporation (WKPT, WKPT-FM and WKPT-TV), he worked almost every on air
executive position including Radio Program Director, News Director, and Sports Director, and
became company Vice-President. He was also responsible for the company's student announcer
program, which produced radio and TV talent including famed NBC newsman John Palmer.
John Lashlee is best known as one of Middle Tennessee's most notable radio and television sportscasters during the 1960's, 70s and early 80s. He was the lead sportscaster for WLAC Radio and TV
(later WTVF), and hosted shows like the Coach John Merritt Football Show and Channel 5 Outdoors.
Lashlee was elected to two terms as Councilman-At-Large, as well as Criminal Court Clerk for Metro
Nashville-Davidson County. Even after TV success, he maintained his presence in radio as play-by-play
announcer for the Tennessee State University Tigers football and basketball game broadcasts. This was
a first for Nashville in that the success of John Merritt's football program had inspired Lashlee to propose
to TSU to begin radio broadcast of their games. This was during a frictional civil rights movement in the
south, yet Lashlee's broadcast remained at the top in the radio market.
Dick Layman spent 12 years as a news anchor/reporter at WSM-AM/FM, Nashville (1986-98). His work on
breaking news and news series helped WSM win numerous awards, including the prestigious Edward R.
Murrow Award, the equally coveted George Foster Peabody Award, and second place in the 1996
National Headliner Awards (the first place winner that year was the ABC News Network). He also received
numerous awards form the Associated Press and United Press International. Prior to coming to WSM, he
worked at: KFNK, Des Moines (air personality, 1972-74) KBCM, Sioux City, Iowa (morning air personality,
1974-75) KWSL, Sioux City (news director, 1975-76) KSO/KGGO, Des Moines, (news director,
1976-1986). After leaving WSM in 1998, he became morning news anchor at WHO, Des Moines, where he
worked until his death at 59 in 2013. He also used his golden voice to tell stories at the Iowa State Fair,
and was instrumental in the founding of the Story Teller's Festival in Story City, Iowa.
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Mr. Craig Goes to Washington — for TnRHOF
by Brian Craig, Historian
Radio has been an important part of American life since the early 1920s.
Despite the abundance of audio choices today, the Pew Research Center’s
2017 State of the Media Report found that 91% of Americans ages 12 and
over listen to terrestrial radio every week. But unlike other media, such as
film, radio's history has not been well preserved.
Fortunately, the Library of Congress strongly believes that America's
radio heritage needs to be saved. In 2014, they created the Radio Preservation Task Force, which met in Washington, DC, in early November to discuss
the future of radio history preservation. Representatives from dozens of
universities, as well as organizations such as NPR, CNN, CBS, and the
Smithsonian, attended multiple panel discussions and workshops to talk
about how we can seriously begin preserving this important part of American
history and culture. I was fortunate to have been invited to represent the
Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame.
It was interesting to see what various entities are doing across the
country to archive radio history. For example, one organization that attended
(and I have become very impressed with) is the St. Louis Media History
Foundation. They have a huge archive of radio audio and print materials that
Above: Brian Craig outside the Library of
Congress in Washington.
are available for public use, as well as an historical exhibit that changes
quarterly and is housed at St. Louis' Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum.
They also have an oral history project, a hall of fame, and have established a college scholarship. These are the types of
projects I would like to see the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame pursue in the future as we get more members and
resources.
Private collectors have played an important role in preserving radio history, and much historical audio is owned by
collectors. One of the panels I participated in discussed how we can better connect collectors with academic and other
institutions that have radio archives. So many participants told me how impressed they were that Tennessee has a
statewide organization that is collecting everything related to Tennessee radio in a central place. They liked that anyone
can donate tapes and memorabilia related to state radio history.
It is important that our organization gets the word out to libraries and other institutions that we are interested in
anything related to Tennessee radio. Over the years, we have been given donations of bumper stickers, t-shirts, record
surveys, airchecks, and more. Thanks to the efforts of Nick Archer, much of this material is shared on our Tennessee
Radio Hall of Fame Facebook page. Many participants at the conference visited our page and were especially impressed
by the audio files Nick shares there.
The biggest obstacles to any successful nonprofit endeavor are money and time. I learned about some
grant opportunities I hope the Hall can pursue in the future. We also need volunteers for various projects, and we should
continue to seek a partnership with a college or university. I also learned that we need an official inventory of the
materials we've collected that are currently held in our Nashville storage facility.
Few would argue that Tennessee is the most important state in American music history. Much of that history has
been relayed to the public via radio — from WSM and the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville to WDIA's blues and gospel in
Memphis and WOPI and other bluegrass pioneers in Upper East Tennessee. UT Knoxville's sportscasts have probably
done more to connect various parts of our 440 mile long state than anything else. So it is important that we preserve our
state's radio history for future generations. The Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame is committed to archiving this history and
continuing to honor the broadcasters from across the state who have kept us informed and entertained for over 90 years.
If you have time or interest in helping with the preservation projects of the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame, please
contact me at brianleecraig@gmail.com. If you have donations of any material related to Tennessee radio history,
please contact Nick Archer at nikarcher@icloud.com.
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My Radio Story: Gaylon Reasons
For those of you who worked in the smaller markets,
maybe -- just maybe — you remember a visit from the
FCC. Back in the day - 1968-69 at WTRO AM & FM, in
Dyersburg, Tennessee, I had an unforgettable experience
with an agent of the FCC.
Our owner, Al Wood, got wind of a pending FCC visit
to Dyersburg. A "friend" from Muscle Shoals, Alabama,
had called to alert us that 'they' were on the way.
Please note that I was the lowest on the totem pole,
so to speak, and the last person you'd think who would
host an FCC inspection. I was an ad sales/DJ with the
shortest tenure at WTRO.
Well, Mr. Wood, instructed me on what to do,
and told me that he and Carl Minton had business
elsewhere -- otherwise, it was best not to be around.
Leave it to the peon, LOL!
So, there I was was, a 23 year old kid, by my
lonesome when the FCC arrived. Mr. Inspector checked
the station log and had me perform a few tasks, one of
which was to communicate with the WTRO-FM transmitter
via the remote setup. We had an actual telephone
dial-styled control on the rack that we would use to send
commands to the transmitter.
After all of those preliminaries, the inspector asked me
to take him to the transmitter, a few miles away. Off
the highway, onto the dirt driveway to the tower and
transmitter shack, I drove --- and immediately got stuck
into a mud hole — seriously! We were in my car!!!
Here's the kicker: the FCC Inspector volunteered to
get out of my car and to attempt to push the vehicle out of
the hole. He did, and I spun the tires enough to sling mud
all over his suit -- honestly!
LOL, we finally got out of the hole, and when it came
time for the transmitter inspection, we survived --- only got
a few gigs --- and passed the inspection!

Above: Gaylon Reasons on one of his quieter, less adventurous days
on the radio.

Thank God for an FCC inspector who did not hold
any grudges from a DJ, low on the totem pole, in
Dyersburg!

is proud to support the Tennessee Radio Hall of Fame!
We’ve generated over $250 million for our
broadcast station partners across America and
stand ready to help our Tennessee broadcast
partners too! If interested, please call

John Padgett: 615-403-0336
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Don’t forget — (nudge, nudge)

REMINDERS
What’s Your Radio Story?
Do you have a radio story
you’d like to share?
It can be anything that is part
of your radio history.
We love radio stories.
Please, tell us yours.
Just email it to starmagic@comcast.net.

Keeping Up With the Hall
Our newsletter is published the first of every month.
Back issues may be viewed on our official website:
www.tennradiohalloffame.org
Let Treasurer Garry Mac know of any change
in your email address so you don’t miss an issue!

Collecting Our History
The Hall has a committee to collect and purchase
Tennessee radio memorabilia, including old microphones,
on-air signage, transmitter parts, promotional items and
anything else related to radio stations in our state.

Check Your Calendar




December 7, 2017
Veterans of Radio Wars Luncheon
Wally’s, 6521 Ringgold Road
East Ridge, Tennessee




January 20, 2018
Board Meeting
Details TBA




May 5, 2018
Annual Induction Banquet
Embassy Suites
Murfreesboro, Tennessee




More Events Coming Soon!
To check the TRHOF event calendar anytime,
go to the home page of our website:
http://tennradiohalloffame.org

If you have items to donate (or purchase on Ebay,
Craigslist, etc.) please contact Nick Archer via a
message on the TnRHOF Facebook page.
Our Facebook page now boasts more than 1,200
members, and our YouTube Page includes air checks,
inductions and other audio/video memories.

Newsletter Staff & Group Information
Editor: Melissa McDonald starmagic@comcast.net

General email: TennRHOF@gmail.com
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